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“Yiddish is a civilization, not just a culture,” says Shmuel Atzmon,
founder and director of Yiddishpiel. The Yiddish Theater celebrates its
Bar Mitzvah this year. | s swsonsmon

*Yiddish is a language both geshmak (tasty) and
geshiisn (sharp), hamish (homey) and unbversal, |
its mamaloshen that isn't afraid of being n bit

« mamserish (of dublous origin) It moves with
ease betwoen synagogue and market place,
Talmud page and newspaper, literary
sophistication and street wisdom. The only
hﬂmplknwoltmuddmﬁodinw
! plains Mendy Cahan.

Many Yiddish words have been
absorbed into English: ganif,
hutzpah, kvetsh, mensch,
mishigas, nosh, shlep, haches,
nudnik
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